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AHLAN WA'SAHLAN!

THE WORLD OF FORMULA OME was given a
reusing welcome back to the Kingdom of Bah-
rain last night thanks to a spectacular evening
of Arabian hospitality and a light and laser
show staged im the paddock area at the Bah-
rain International Circuit.

A5 a dazzling laser display lit up the grand-
stands around the Sakhir track, around £00
team members and visiting media personnel
ware treated to the sights and sounds of the
Middle East. It was a fitting welcome party as
the Kingdom prepares to stage the second Gulf
Air Bahrain Grand Prix on Sunday,

“It’s hard to believe that it was only a year ago
that we first welcomed Formula One to Bah-
rain,” said Martin Whitaker, General Manager
of the Bahrain International Circuit, hosts of
last night’s party. "We've been looking forward
to this week for a long time now and wanted to
let the teams and the media know how delight-
ed we are to see them back in the Middle East
I'm sure the spectators will also give them a
hitting reception over the race weekend.”

As well as the laser display, party guests
were also treated to the traditional music of a
Bahraini military band, while a display of Ara-
bic falconry also proved highly popular with the
international visitors.

Amang the big guns of F1 delighted to be
back in Bahrain is 28-year-old Japanese star
Takuma Sato. The Lucky Strike BAR Honda
driver has already been lapping up the sun at
his temporary home at the Hitz Carlten and is
fired up for the action ahead,

“Last year was my first time to Bahrain and
I'm amazed at how it keeps developing = it re-
ally 15 such a spectacular place.” he said, It's
not too humid, the hotel is first class and the
haospitality and service of the people is wonder-
ful. From the moment you arrive at the immi-
gration area, you are treated very well and it's
great to be back. My only complaint is the water
was a little cold when | went aut in a kayak!”

Following last night's welcome party, the
teEams now get down to the serious business of
testing their machinery ahead of what prom
ises to be another stunning weekend of mo-
tor sport action, And for Sato, it's a return
ta a racing venue that has a special place in
his heart.”

"I'm looking forward to getting back on to
the track as it suits me very well,” he added.
"Some new tracks have slow speed corners but
Bahrain's are fast flowing which need heavy
braking and allow far over taking. It's definitely
my type of track.”
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ONE WOMAN SHOW

MAMED SPORTS ARTIST OF THE YEAR in 2002 by the United Sports
Acaderny, Mina Papathecdorou-Yalyraki is ne stranger to Fermula One,
The talented Greek artist has been painting the world's most watched
cars tar mare than 25 years, while her work also hangs on the walls of
F1 stars Michael Schumacher and Jean Todi
ering her position as the official artist for Ferrari,
But while her art has been exhibited all over the world, this week,

- hardly surprising consid-

some of her hinest pieces are on display in Bahrain thanks 1o a special
exhibition being staged at the Bahrain Arts Centre = to be found next la
the country s Mational Museum - and in the Sakhir Tewer ai the Bahrain
International Circuit.

On Wednesday, the four-day exhibition was opened at the Arts Centre
by Capital Governor His Excellency Sheikh Humood bin Abdulla Al Kha-
lsta at @ prestigious VIP reception.

“Iwas extremely henoured (o be invited by the Crown Prince to exhibit
iy wark here in Bahrain,” said Ms Valyrakl, "The country has what | be-
lieve is one of the best circuits in the world, while the people are warm

and very welcoming. For many years, I've been insplred by talian car de-
sign - painting F1 cars i3 an extension af that. | love the shapes, colour,
migvermént and spirit of F1 and | believe that's expressed in my work.”™
Born in Athens, Ms Valyraki studied painting at the Supreme Schoal
of Fine Arts of the Greek capital's Mational Technical University before
completing her PhD at the University of Florence in 19854, Her work has
efcompassed a number of subjects including still Lite but it's in the world
of sport that her unique style and talent have been widely recognised,
In 2002, her paintings were chosen for the afficial posters of the Win-
ter Olympics at Salt Lake City, while to help celebrate its 30 anniver-
sary, the US Academy of Sports awarded her an exhibition at the Acad-
emy’s ASAMA Museumn in Alabama. As a Greek artist, however, one of
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hir provdest moments came two years ago when the Greek Post Office
issued a series of collectible stamps and envelopes including five of her
pantings to celebrate the 2004 Olymples in Ahens,

Molorsport, however, is a field in which she truly excels with origi-
nals hanging in the Fiat headquarters as well 25 in Ferrari, Lamborghini,
Mercedes and Maserati offices across the world. Such s her ability to
convey on canvas the dynamism, speed and forms of exotic racing cars,
Ms Valyraki was commissioned by Lamborghini to create the commim-
erative work of art entitled “La Storia Della Lamborghini, 35 Years” for
the company's 35™ anniversary in 1998, For the past six years, the com-
pleted 18m?® painting has decorated the Lamborghini’s HO in Sant’Agata
Bolognese in Italy,

The Mina Papathecdorou-Yalyraki Exhibition at the Bahrain Arts
Centre is open to the public from Bam-1pm and from &Spm-Spm
until Sunday.
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