EAST MEETS WEST: GREEK NIGHT CELEBRATES THE ART OF

MINA PAPATHEODOROU-VALYRAKI

In celebrating thirty
years of excellence in
sports education, the USS5A
also celebrated a legacy of
international cultural
achievement during gradu-
ation week. Mina
Papatheodorou-Valyraki,
Sport Artist of the Year
2002 and a national treas-
ure in her own country of
Greece, was featured in a
magnificently staged art
show in conjunction with
the Hellenic Community Arrist
Center, adjacent to the '’

Annunciation Greek .7 Ohmuic |

Orthodox  Church  of
Mobile.

Three hundred people were pres-
ent for the sit down dinner, recep-
tion and art show at the Mobile
Hellenic Center on July 25. The
show included Greek cultural pro-
erams featuring dancers in tradi-
tional costume.

Mina Papatheodorou-
Valyraki donated fifty-
nine major pieces of art to
the Academy and
ASAMA. This includes
the original "Daphne and
Apollo” which was paint-
ed especially for the
Academy's 30th gradua-
tion celebration. (See
below)

The celebration of Greek

culture and art was a ben-
efit for the Boys and Girls
Club of South Alabama,
raising $1,000 to provide
textbooks, tuition and
educational assistance to
its members.

Artist of the Year Mina Papatheodorou-Valyraki: A Legacy of Artistic
Triumph from a Greek Daphne to An American One

The Greek mythological Daphne was a
mountain nymph loved by Apollo. The
mortal Leucippus also loved her and dis-
guised himself as a nymph to win her
affection. When the nymphs discovered
his deceit, they Killed him. Apollo contin-
ued to pursue Daphne, but her father, the
river god Peneus, turned her into a laurel
tree. Apollo promised "Since you cannot
be my wife, you shall assuredly be my
tree. | will wear you for my crown. 1 will
decorate vou with my harp and quiver; and
when the great Roman conquerors lead up
the triumphal pomp to the Capitol, you
shall be woven into wreaths for their
brows. And, as eternal youth is mine, you
also shall be always green, and vour leat
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know no decay." The nymph, now changed
into a laurel tree, bowed her head in grate-
ful acknowledgment. Henceforth all politi-
cians, writers, poets, athletes and artists
would receive leaves from the tree in the
form of championship wreaths.

The leaves of Daphne's tree, woven into
the crowns of champions, have come to
signify excellence in athletics and cultural
achievement. Daphne is also the home city
of the United States Sports Academy. Mina
Papatheodorou-Valyraki's painting
"Daphne and Apollo” is on display at
Academy in Daphne, AL .
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